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businesspeopleModification of
serotonin function in the brain by
exposure to stress or stress-stimuli
of pre- and postnatal life. Stress is
a major contributing factor to the
genesis and development of
various psychiatric disorders. To
determine the effects of pre- and
postnatal stress on serotonin (5-
HT) function in the brain, pregnant
rats were submitted to aversive
stress. The anxiety level of their
offspring was assessed at weaning
(day 23) and at adulthood (day 66)
using the open field test and
elevated plus maze. At day 66, the
5-HTT binding in prefrontal cortex



and hippocampus was determined
by radioligand binding in rats
exposed prenatally and/or
postnatally to stress. A reduction
of the 5-HTT binding was observed
in prefrontal cortex in both groups
of animals exposed to aversive
stress but not in stressed animals
after pre- and/or postnatal
exposure to stressors. No changes
in 5-HTT binding were observed in
hippocampus in any group of
animals. Our results suggest that
exposure to aversive stress of pre-
and postnatal life, but not only
during the prenatal period, could
alter the function of 5-HT in
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