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Philosopher Wolfgang P. Hall: Physicist And Philosopher Recently I've been thinking about my own
entrance into physics. I'm really not sure when I first became consciously aware that “physics” was
my passion, not biology. A bit like the phrase “I want to be a Doctor”, I'm pretty sure that I just
suddenly said “physics”, rather than “chemistry” or “math”, but I was hoping I wouldn’t be the only
one who made a similar - and probably erroneous - assumption. Obviously, I never considered that I
might actually be a physicist, but I think I was probably aware that, for me, “physics” meant a
specific combination of understanding and “doing”, and that I liked to do things. I've always been
aware that my learning style is quite different from that of most people. I tend to learn best by
reading, rather than listening to, and by doing, rather than reading about. In my academic and
professional life this has been a really useful way of working, both academically (which I've always
found far more enjoyable than theory) and in the engineering and design fields. But it’s only quite
recently that I've become aware of some of the underlying principles behind that. A course I've been
taking for the past two years has been dedicated to describing this in more detail, so I'm going to
take the opportunity to expand on it here. Many people assume that “doing” and “reading” are fairly
orthogonal, and thus “doing” may be taken as just a slightly inconvenient method of “reading”. This
is how I've always learned: I'll do, say, a maze to solve, and then I
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